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FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, Applicant hereby calls the 
Examiner's attention to documents listed on the attached form, 
which documents may be material to the examination of this 
application. A copy of each of the documents is provided in U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 10/032,378, which is relied upon for 
an earlier effective filing date of the present application under 
35 U.S.C. 120, and accordingly is not enclosed. 

No inference should be drawn that any method disclosed is 
equivalent to the subject invention. Also, the citation of the 
above-discussed documents is not to be construed as an assertion 
that more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 
Citation of any document herein is not to be construed as an 




admission that any subject matter disclosed in the document is 
necessarily within the inventive field of endeavor, that any 
disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a particular date which 
may be relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that any 
disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention. 

Applicant also respectfully reserves the right to later set 
forth how the instant invention is distinguished over the 
disclosure of any document or other art, including the disclosure 
of those documents discussed herein, that may be cited by the 
Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present patent application. 

This Fourth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed either before the mailing of the first office action or 
after the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits but 
before a final action or an action that closes prosecution. The 
cited information was first called to Applicant's attention either 
in an Office Action dated November 3, 2003 for a related 
application or in the results of a search of United States patents 
received not before October 27, 2003. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), it is hereby stated: no item of this 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, 
to the best knowledge of the person signing this certification 
after making a reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
in this information disclosure statement was known to any 
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individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to filing of this information disclosure statement. 
Consequently, as provided in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), a fee under 
§1.17(p) is not required for the filling of this information 
disclosure. However, if it is determined that an additional fee is 
required, then authorization is hereby granted to charge Deposit 
Account 50-103 9 any additional fee required. 
(A duplicate of this document is enclosed herewith.) 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: PtWHW M > 240$ 



Cook, Alex, McFarron, Manzo, 
Cummings & Mehler, Ltd. 
200 West Adams St., Suite 2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Telephone: (312) 236-8500 

Attorneys for Applicant 
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I hereby certify that the correspondence listed below is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service, Label No. EV321715187US under 37 CFR 
1.10 on December H, 2003 and is addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

1. Transmittal Form PTO/SB/21 (1 sheet); 

2. Fourth Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (in 
duplicate) ; 

3. Information Disclosure Statement PTO/SB/08A (3 sheets); 

4. Certificate of Mailing (1 sheet); and 

5. Return Receipt Postcard. 



Name : 



Signature: 



May I. Casimiro 



A- 




Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box ^ | + | 



I* Under the Paperwork 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Reduction Act of 1995. no persons a re required to respond t o a collection of informatio n unless it displays a va lid OMB co ntrol number 
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1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Sen/ice with j 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: 
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